
Class8th. Civics Chapter2

Secularism

Exercises

1.Multiplechoicequestions:

(I)ASecularState

(Ii)Secularism

(Iii)1976

(Iv)Thestateintervenesinordertopreventthedominationofsomememberswithina

religiouscommunity.

(V)AmericanSecularism

2.VeryShortAnswers:

(I)Secularism referstothebriefthatreligionshouldnotbeinvolvedintheorganisationof

society.

(Ii)Indiaisasecularstatebecauseitdoesnotfavouranyparticularreligionnordoesit

discriminateagainstanyreligion.

(Iii)Theterm "Secular"wasinterestedinthepreambleofourconstitutionintheyear1976.

(Iv)Yes,Indiaadoptastrategyofnon-interferencewithreligiouspracticesinordertorespect

thesentimentsofallreligions.Forexample,asperthelawinDelhi,wearingahelmetis

essentialforpersonsdrivingtwowheelers.But,theSikhshavebeenexemptedfrom thislaw

becausewearingapugriisaveryimportantpartofSikhreligion.Sothegovernmentcannot

forcetheSikhstowearahelmet.

3.ShortAnswers:

(I)Itisessentialforademocraticcountrytobesecularbecauseithastoprotectthefreedom

ofindividualstoexitfrom theirreligion,adoptanotherreligionorhavethefreedom tointerpret

religiousteachingsdifferently.

(Ii)Indiansecularism means:

(a)Indiahasnoofficialreligion.

(b)Allcitizenshavetherighttofollowtheirownreligion.

(c)Indiadoesnotfavouranyparticularreligionnordoesitdiscriminateagainstanyreligion.



(Iii)ASecularstatecanachieveitsobjectivesbyensuringcertainelements.Theseelements

are:

(a)Onereligiouscommunitydoesnotdominateanotherreligiousgroupsinthecountry.

(b)Somemembersofreligiousgroupsdonotdominateothermembersofthesamereligious

community.

(c)Thestatedoesnotenforceanyparticularreligionnortakeawaythereligiousfreedom of

individuals.

(Iv)Indiansecularism issimilartothatofotherdemocraticcountriesoftheworldbecause

(a)Someoftheobjectivesregardingsecularism aresimilarinothercountriestooandhave

beenincludedintheConstitutionsofotherdemocraticcountriesoftheworldanditissamein

India.

(b)AccordingtothefirstAmendmentoftheU.S.Constitution,thelegislaturecannotdeclare

anyreligionastheofficialreligionanditissameinIndia.

4.LongAnswers:

(I)(a)Sincethepracticeoffoeticideisasocialevilso,thestatecanyouinterveneintheorder

topreventanevilsocialpractise.

(b)IfthestatebelievesthataparticularsocialevilviolatestheFundamentalRightsofany

classinterfereinit.

(c)Ifareligiousgroupsaysthattheirreligionallowsthem topractiseinfoeticidethenthestate

hastherighttointerfereinittocheckit.

(Ii)Itisimportanttoseparatereligionfrom thestatebecause:

(a)Secularism isimportantforacountrytofunctiondemocratically.

(b)Anyform ofdominationbasedonreligionmayviolatetheFundamentalRightsthata

democraticcountryguaranteestoitscitizens.

(c)Toprotectthefreedom ofindividualstoexitfrom theirreligion,adoptanotherreligionor

havethefreedom tointerpretreligiousteachingsdifferently.

(d)Thedominatereligiousgroupsmayfacealotofresistancefrom fellowmembersofthe

samecommunity.

(Iii)TopreventthereligiousdominationsIndiahastakenthefollowingsteps:

(a)Indiahasadoptedastrategyofseparatingreligionfrom thestate.Itdoesnotsupportany

religion.Forexample,wecannotcelebrateanyreligiouspracticesinordertorespectthe



sentimentsofallreligions.

(c)Thestatealsointervenesinthereligion-basedpersonallawsofcommunitiesinorderto

ensureequalinheritancerights.

(d)TheStateintervenesinthereligionthroughitssupport.

(Iv)IndianSecularism isdifferentfrom thatotherdemocraticcountriesoftheworldinthe

followingways:

(a)Indiansecularism caninterveneinreligiousaffairse.g.,incaseofuntouchability.But,there

isstrictseperationbetweenreligionandStateinAmericansecularism.

(b)InIndiansecularism,anyinterferenceinreligionbythestatehastobeontheidealslaidout

intheconstitution.

(c)Thus,wefindthatIndiaisasecularstate.Itworksinvariouswaystopreventreligious

dominationsbyanycommunity.OurcountryguaranteesFundamentalRightsthatarebasedon

thesesecularprinciples.

(d)However,wemayfindmanyexamplesoftheviolationsoftheserightsinoursociety.

Therefore,thelawsshouldbestrictlyimplemented.

5.StateTrueorFalse:

(I)True

(Ii)False

(Iii)True

(Iv)True

(V)False


